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Festival Starts to the Sounds of Whistles and
Taiko Drums

Heso Matsuri (or Belly Button Festival) is Shibukawa's city’
festival in which children and adults who have funny faces
drawn on their bellies parade down the street, dancing to
the chant "Hara dase, yoi-yoi" (Show your belly!). In 2009,
a group of people were invited to Hong Kong to participate
in the Chinese New Year's Parade.

Dashi Matsuri (or Float Festival) is held every other year
and is one of the most important festivals of Shibukawa
Hachiman Shrine. It is very historic, dating back to the 17th
century. Also worth mentioning is Ikaho Matsuri, a festival
held in Ishidan-gai, which is powerful and invigorating.
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Ikaho has had a standing relationship with Hawaii. At the Hawaiian Festival, hula dancers
from all over the country gather to perform. There are other festivals that are held in
different seasons and they include Shiroi-juku Yae-zakura Matsuri, a festival where
warriors parade down the street, and Ishidan Hinamatsuri, a festival in which Japanese
ornamental dolls are displayed on the stone steps instead of the ordinary platforms
covered with a red carpet.
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Shibukawa Skyland Park

Shibukawa Skyland Park is one of Shibukawa City's
renown amusement parks. There are many fun rides
such as the Ferris wheel Hanamaru and Navel
Coaster. Events and character shows that change
depending on the season are also popular.

SR TR iy

= o :-n—'r -
o e

BHADHRT
7O RTRPRR—V =

HEDO TR, By EY s N0
ZNEE. RER600m OB LA I A §
JERZRETY . JHPHIEERICHENRTE
. WEOIZTY ZHEE 505 LMY
BRERLLIEDTEZT,
KIFETHENRD 2 EHINGRF v THD
1Eh, FlEFHS b1Tbh s ke LsitEe
Ji2 571 4 Dl —E A w7 = AE —ab.
BRI, (KB & D AR— VI hI5E i
EhTHET,

I
&)
%)

PHERT ) — I, PO PR
BIRERDIT & 2 BB, BNRH D=
BTPCERDERGKE =T Ry 7 a—
MRANKTT,

H MR %2 H—Mi 3272 5, A—
VT4 Ly F T BRHBIBUKARZ &
D3l HERZHRDOHT, IN—=_F 12—
RHEMBL O STT U NRTRELDF
R

F7. HNICIRELICHREITIL A
MAELTWEDT, HEVFTHRLSTH
BiRICARESNBH D ZENTEET,

FERT)— 45

Enjoying Outdoor Activities and Sports in Nature

Shibukawa Sogo Koen is a park located 600 meters above sea level at the base of Haruna Mountain. People
can hear the singing of wild birds and enjoy looking at flowers in nature. The park also has camping sites, open
space for children, athletics stadium, cross-country tracks, tennis courts, baseball field and a gymnasium.

Ikaho Green Bokujo is a farm where visitors can experience many activities such as milking cows and horseback
riding. Sheep dog show, which is held in one of the largest sites in the country, is very popular.

People can enjoy barbeque and being in nature to the fullest by staying at the campground.
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Ancient Village Buried under Volcanic Ashes

Shibukawa City was immersed at one point after the eruption of Haruna
Mountain. Therefore, many ancient burial mounds and historical ruins have
been unearthed. Komochi District is called Pompeii of Japan since dwelling
sites, warehouses and barns have been discovered at Kuroimine Site. Other
ruins that have been unearthed include those from Takizawa Stone Era Site,

Bogaito Site, Nakasuji Site and Doukun-mae Site.

Unearthed items present the details regarding the lifestyle, festivals and
agricultural styles that were carried out around that time, making it apparent
that this area was a nice and comfortable place to live even in the old days.
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War-Torn Era of the Middle Ages

It was the Middle Ages when the geographical name Shibukawa started to be used. It all
started with the Shibukawa Clan claiming the area now known as Shibukawa City as their
territory. This was during a war-torn era when military commanders such as Takeda and
Uesugi were actively engaged in battles. Buddhist relics such as the standing statute of
Miyata stone Fudo Myo-o and the stone-built Kasa Stupa, showing how prevalent
Buddhism was around that time.
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Buildings Reminiscing Early Modern Times

Tourism started to boom soon after the railroad became established. Visitors to Haruna
Shrine stayed in lkaho. This is when lkaho started to develop a relationship with Hawaii.
The summer residence of the Kingdom of Hawaii's minister is designated as a cultural
property and is open to the public.

Prospering as a Post Station in Recent
Times

Prospered as the post station on Mikuni Kaido road,
Shibukawa City still retains some remnants of sekisho
(checking station) and route markers, indicating that it
was an important base for transportation. In downtown,
old historic households are preserved just the way they
were in the old days.

Many structures registered as cultural properties, such
as Shibukawa Hachiman Shrine, Mizusawa Temple and
Kuei Temple, were built around the same time.
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