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Preserving the History and Tradition of Art
Activities for the Next Generation

The kabuki stage in Kami-miharada was built in the Edo
era. Many kabuki plays have been performed here. Now
the locals play in nouson kabuki ("farm village" kabuki
performed by amateurs) and kodomo kabuki (performed by
child actors).

The stage back in the days was built on the premises of
Akagi Mountain Tenryu Temple. It features four different
types of stage mechanisms that are quite rare, making this
kabuki stage one of a kind.
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Many old art forms are still alive in Shibukawa City. Traditional forms
and dances such as shishimai (lion dances), daidai kagura (Shinto
music and dance), matsuri-bayashi (festival music)and are preserved
by particular groups to pass on the tradition to the next generation.
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The nine-kilometer long route, which connects Shibukawa
Station to lkaho and all the museums along the way, is
called Artenade. There are many unique museums on
Artenade such as Japan Chanson Museum, Shibukawa City
Museum-Hiromori Kuwahara's Carving Museum, Ikaho
Sistina SANEI & Monkey Theater, Gunma Glass Art
Museum, Hara Museum ARC and Roka Tokutomi Memorial
Museum.

Equally worth mentioning include places that offer shows of
old Japanese art forms and old abolished schools converted
into studios that are home to many creations by artists.
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Public Art

As with the bronze statue of a girl just outside the Shibukawa station, Shibukawa City has many public
art such as monuments, statues and other outdoor art sculptures all over the city, making it possible
for people to enjoy and appreciate art in their daily lives.
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famous for its flour food culture. Shibukawa City has
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National Kokeshi Art Exhibit in Shibukawa

Gunma Prefecture is famous for kokeshi (handcrafted wooden folk art dolls).
There are many kokeshi artists in Shibukawa City. Every year in fall, kokeshi
artists all over Japan gather to share their artwork at the National Kokeshi Art
Exhibit in Shibukawa.
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