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To access the SHIBUKAWA CURRENT on LINE, open the QR code reader of your
smartphone's LINE app to scan the QR code, and register as a member.

Dear Readers,

Summer vacation has ended, and the new school semester has begun. Undokai, the sports festivals
and campus festivals are held throughout the country in late September and early October.

During the first half of September the late summer heat is strong, but after mid-month the
temperature drops in the mornings and evenings, and autumn is in the air. In Japan people enjoy the
music of crickets and other insects singing through the long autumn nights.

Peak typhoon season continues in September and days can be wet, with strong winds.

A sign that autumn has arrived is the celebration of Otsukimi (viewing the moon), to admire,
especially the moon of the 15th of the eighth month by the lunar calendar (around the middle of
September), which is called Jugoya or Chushu-no-Meigetsu (the harvest moon of mid-fall). On this
day, people make offerings such as Tsukimi-dango (moon viewing dumplings), and Satoimo (taro).
They usually view the moon at home, but also join the Kangetsu-kai (moon viewing party) held at
shrines, temples or other venues. Otsukimi Day this year is Wednesday, September 18.

Respect for the Aged Day in Japan is held every third Monday of September, this year on September 16.
September 23 is the Autumnal Equinox Day. Around the Equinox day, people visit the graves of
their ancestors. With this day as the dividing point, the nights are getting longer.

From late September to early October, beautiful buckwheat flowers bloom throughout Miyukida's
buckwheat fields on a hill overlooking Akagi Mountain, at the foot of Haruna Mountain.
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The 44st Shibukawa Heso Matsuri (% 4 1 [l )i~z £ 1 )
Shibukawa's biggest and most popular annual event, Heso Matsuri, the Bellybutton Festival is going
to be held on Saturday, September 7, from 1:00 pm to 9:00 pm, around Shinmachi Gosaro
intersection. Visitors can enjoy a variety of belly dances, yukata dances, freestyle dances, charity
bazaar and many others, but the main attraction is the Heso Odori Parade, in which groups of
dancers with large faces painted on their stomachs parade through the streets yelling with big
excitement, "Heso dase yoiyoi!"

The parade takes place from 6:00 pm to 8:00 pm. Sales of Shibukawa specialty products by
Shibukawa Local Products Promotional Association and "Heso no Machi" specialty products from
other parts of Japan will take place from 1:00 am.

During the festival, vehicular traffic will be closed on the streets around Shin-machi Gosaro
intersection and Ekimae Dori. (Free parking is available at the City Hall Parking Lot.)
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lkaho Matsuri (%% %> )
The Ikaho Festival is held every year on September 18, 19 and 20 in the Ikaho hot spring town.
On September 18, the festival coincides with Roka Festival when a Japanese tea ceremony is held in
memory of Tokutomi Roka. A Yukumi ceremony of drawing hot water from the hot spring source is
also held to give thanks for the abundant amount and high quality of the natural onsen water.
On September 19, the Tkaho shrine's mikoshi (portable shrine) is paraded through the town's main
streets before being carried up the Stone Steps and returned to the shrine at the top.
On September 19 and 20, Taru-mikoshi (made of sake barrels) are paraded through the historic
Ikaho stone steps streets and then up to the Ikaho shrine. Watching the mikoshi carriers
bumping against each other on the narrow stone steps is thrilling and impressive.

You can also enjoy traditional Japanese dance and food on festival days.
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International BBQ! (x— <% 2 — % i &)
Shibukawa International Barbecue is coming soon! Come join us for a fun day out at Sogo Koen
Seijin no Mori BBQ-jo, where you can enjoy games and barbecuing in a relaxed atmosphere
with other foreigners and local Japanese people.
When: Saturday, October 26, from 10:30 am to 1:00 pm (Reception starts at 10:00 am)
Where: Shibukawa Sogo Koen General Park Barbecue Ground
Limit: 60 people (on a first-come, first-served basis)
Charge: 800 yen / foreigners 500 yen (300 yen for children under age 15)
Sign-up: Friday, September 13 - Monday, September 23 (Tel: 0279-22-2463)

Tachibana Furusato Festival <f:mi“tc%“£iom

The Festival will be held at Atagoyama Furusato Koen Park on Sunday, September 29, from 1:30 pm.
The main attraction is the procession of local junior high school students celebrating the Princess
Ototachibana and Prince Yamatotakeru, from a legend of Mount Tachibana. Wearing costumes that
reflect the image of the ancients, they create a fantastic atmosphere.

The procession starts at 1:30 pm and the welcoming ceremony takes place at 3:00 pm, on the stage
inside the park. It includes a Kamishibai (picture-story show) and balloon release.

There will be also a variety of events to enjoy such as public entertainment stage, a bamboo workshop, a
bazaar, food stands, local products' sale, and a game corner.

Tachibana Lake Fireworks: A colorful light display over the lake is scheduled to begin at 7:00 pm.
(The festival may be cancelled in the case of inclement weather.)
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Japanese Language Course (H &5 # =)
Japanese language course will resume after the summer break on September 3, and will run until
March 18, 2025. The course will be held as usual at Shibukawa Chuo Kominkan every Tuesday,
except holidays, from 10:00 am to 11:30 am and from 7:00 pm to 8:30 pm.
Tel: 0279-22-2463 / Email: sia-shibukawa@city.shibukawa.gunma.jp.
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Kamishibai Exhibition (& = /g 2 B i L % +)
Tracing the roots of Kamishibai, the traditional form of Japanese picture-storytelling, the traveling
exhibition of the Gunma Prefectural Museum of Literature in Commemoration of Bunmei Tsuchiya
introduces visitors to various Kamishibai and their history, including the earliest street Kamishibai
and Kamishibai for foreigners.
When: Sunday, September 1 - Thursday, October 24, 2024, from 8:30 am to 5:00 pm
Admission fee: Adults 350 yen, elementary, junior high school, and high school students 200 yen
TEL: 0279-72-2237 (Tokutomi Roka Memorial Literature Museum )

Environmental Festival Respectﬂfpg‘-the-Aged Day
(#2115 B £-o0) (HEDR)
Embracing the three R's: Reduce, Reuse, and Recycle, | Respect-for-the-Aged Day (Keiro-no-hi) is
the Festival encourages people to reduce waste and a national holiday celebrated on the third
increase recycling, for a greater environmental impact. | Monday in September, this year on
You can enjoy a variety of recycling events and also September 16. It is a day to honor the

can dispose of your old household electrical goods, old | elderly, pray for their long life, good
tires, etc. (with a disposal fee). This event was held health, and thank them for their many
every year at the beginning of September, but the date | contributions to society.

has been changed to October 27 due to the hot wether. | People visit their parents, grandparents and
aged friends to show respect for the aged.

Shibukawa City's Official Website Is Now Translatable In More Languages
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To make relevant information more accessible to all of our residents, the Shibukawa City official

website can be now automatically translated in five new languages: Tagalog, Vietnamese,

Indonesian, Nepali, and Thai, added to the other already existing seven languages (Japanese,

English, Chinese Simplified and Chinese Traditional, Portuguese, Korean, and Spanish).

To translate the website into another language, simple click on the "Select Language" button and

then select the language you want from the drop down list.

URL: https://www.city.shibukawa.lg.jp/shisei/kouhou/homepage/p011622.html
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SOS Free Legal Consultation for Foreign Residents (o1 [ A B 35 2 A o
When: Sunday, September 8, from 10:00 am to 3:00 pm (Registration until 2:30 pm)
Where: Oizumi Kominkan, Minami Bekkan Kenshu-shitsu (2011-1 Yoshida Oizumi-machi, Oura-gun)
Consultants: Attorneys, Gyoseishoshi Lawyer (Immigration Specialist) & Shakai Hoken Romushi
(Labor issue & pension specialist)
Interpreting services are available in English, Chinese, Spanish, and Vietnamese.
Contact: One-Stop Consultation Center for Foreign Residents of Gunma.
Tel: 027-289-8275 (Reservations are recommended.)
(Same-day registration is available, but those with reservations have priority.)
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The Night Emergency Clinic provides medical services between 7:00 pm to 10:00 pm, in cases of
sudden illnesses or injuries, for conditions and issues related to internal medicine, surgery, and
pediatrics, depending on the doctor in charge. If specialized treatment is necessary, patients will be

introduced to another medical institution that is more suitable.
Location: 1760-1 Nagatsuka-cho, Shibukawa

Tel: 0279-23-8899 (Please contact the clinic before going if you are not sure if you can be treated.
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Onduty Clinics in September (9 A ® k& B %4 % &)
Internal Medicine Surgery Dentistry

9/8 | Aoitori-family-clinic |Shinto-Wakaba-clinic | Otaki-clinic Funaoka-shika-iin
(Sun) |FE77IV—2V=y2) | @EbNNEZ V=) (K2 Y =v7) () e Rk )

Tel: 26-2681 Tel: 20-5531 Tel: 30-5800 Tel: 23-8211
9/15 | Nara-naika-iin Sato-iin Kato-seikei-geka-iin Shimizu-shika-iin
(Sun) | (=R NAEER) (Verk = BE) I HE S B I B ) (K R = Bt )

Tel: 25-1155 Tel: 52-3003 Tel: 20-1007 Tel: 54-3413
9/16 |Yuasa-naika-clinic |Komayose-Kodomo |Adachi-seikei-geka Miyashita-dental
Mon) | BENFZ UV =>7) -shinryojo (B2 HEEIEIIMFL) -clinic
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Tel: 20-1311 Tel: 55-5252 Tel: 30-1170 Tel: 53-4701
9/22 | Saito-naika-geka Sekiguchi-iin Ino-seikei-geka Mitake-shika-iin
(Sun) |-clinic (B4 1 EER) -rehabili-naika (=M FHERT)
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Tel: 22-1678 Tel: 55-5122 Tel: 30-5255 Tel: 72-3430
9/23 |Otani-naika-clinic Furumaki-naika-iin Takano-geka-ichoka | Satori-shika-clinic
(Mon) |[(REWEZ U =>7) (SOEENEIERD -1in (SLVERZ Y =v2)

(= I A B B ERL)

Tel: 20-1881 Tel: 25-8881 Tel: 24-2454 Tel: 22-069
9/29 |Ishikita-iin Miyukida-naika-iin Shibukawa-iryo-center | Sato-shika-iin
(Sun) | GALERR) (P ETZNEHERL) (ERE 2 —) (1 R B = )

Tel: 22-1378 Tel: 60-6070 Tel: 23-1010 Tel: 54-8330
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Night Emergency Clinic (7% il 2 &2 % 7)

Free Counselling Service
The Shibukawa International Association is providing a free counselling service
Efor foreign residents at Shibukawa City Hall every Thursday from 1:00 pm to 3:00 pm.

 (TEL: 0279-22-2463)
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Information

(BE WA DY)

: Shibukawa City Office Shimin Kyodo Suishin Ka, 80 Ishihara, Shibukawa City

ETeI: 0279-22-2463 Fax: 0279-24-6541

Email: sia-shibukawa@city.shibukawa.gunma.jp

E URL: https://www.city.shibukawa.lg.jp/kurashi/community/kokusaikouryukyoukai/p000024.htm
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