—a—AL¥—

CHWNED
HmEEShhe 28 1B X

SEOEHICBIPNTL R, BEIVAGEDOER
WS, SRR EORSHL R ET,

FES, HAEEIIEEEEL ., BEEEOBRIEM
1IbtT5HT, bDOFEEOEERIZ—RBET-oTnE
T BRI, B3R MEHRE2EF LA )70
DERIFIBETHY ., MizboHAIIBWTH, 4EANEH
ARADPFIAEFL, HATE5200FBLZELLDTT,
COMFIIE, BB ER LA AN MO
HD HNTHBY  BINFE OBHOLEHEPLRROBTHS
BunEzshFd,

AT HDOBHEERML/-HARERERLEEARERA N
M NAEAOBEBRSAARFERLAAR UL B F 57
DOEBERAT v TERVT LB, EEEELUCH
ROELWALICHIN S Z A TE-Z LIE. BINEIC
CoTREBHREVRER THhoERUTBYE T F
72y N=RE2-FRAIRPLHIESTIX. BERAESEAN
PINCEF LR LA, EHEXDLEPOLHIEZED S
ZENTEIL INSORHDOSIE, B b2
DEFEAHML GV, LEBEDLILEELERETHY,
AL DG ORBZHTIOTHY F T,

2026. 3. 31 {7

B /BN TEBEBXRBS

BB/ 7377-8501 #EEY) | IhAES0E
(N Tm®'’AA)
TEL 0279-22-2111
FAX 0279-24-6541

E-MAIL sia-shibukawa@city.shibukawa.gunma.jp

mEmR—LNR—Y

Ntp://www city.shibukawa le jo/kurashi/000011/000014/p001414 html

HAZBHZETHES |

EHITVIEE ) F =7 KAFIC X B EIBS IR, &
A MG OB 54 BHEHZRIZ, HARASYEA
DR ZEDLIODEROLVIRE LD T LR
bt B Z LT R BEEORBEBIAN) L0
W EEREL DD eI EEFETBNE T,

72O, Wik b3 iic e 59 HEH
fRERDLIZODEELRAT v T ThHbHEELZTET,
BB EELELEZE TR EOR-EIT IV ENE
0. ZMEZTANL 2B LI LN TEE T, Ik
Hd ., BRI - Bk e . EERRROE K
FTOLIET T,

Z07-DIIE EEOBRK A RIT VT4 TOEHKD
NPRARTHYFTOT, FIEREEDLLATHIFEE
THHEEALLBECVEAL EIFEd,

p.1 i

p.e~4 ANUNRE

p.5 BAEHEAERES

p.6~7 Face to Face (TINALT (StEAIEBENF) BM)
p.8 BHSE

OB=EBERIHEEL TOLFET,
— BEMIIAN—E B,



2025EE ANV MG

KIEERCONTIEBOHRFEBLALET,

D) o BNImRANE

SEEE/NANRF1RaZMELERL
2o EERL. BERADTEIDHRICTSS
MWVZREHRURZ. N\ROPTORESRD
RUEH. LOUI—Y3YTED EAOE
‘IS, N—ARF 21 —TEHRDEVENICR
DERUIZ,

R—IUTREB%
EABERATE

e A

N—A_F1—TREEATE

PR A Ty

4
|

0 SO LI—New )
o) o hhpRE
UBSYFERUDDHE/—F 1 —ESEEEEEL
FUR. YBSYF TR, dFILEHE=ZRE. 55059
EBNEUR. BNEDAT—IRETIR. LEEORE
NSHTTRELED. “HICLDBENBD, LBWLS
BEOXEICNE LR, SH®EEYTAS
HIFON. AZED EHDEL,
Y TG

-

HFEODEVESSE
T [

2OFRFEELN




2025FF ANV NRE.

1) o illEoeTSH

HE—USZ7BAEAFBE FoTEXEDOADH
IETAEBME L. ERIPMRERERELUE Uz,
FINADIRARY OV THDE-ISYZPICDNT.
NIBEDEIFPARICET DB ERZ BN D 9HD
PIBITVEEZERLUE, 352DFICTSIWE

IZEFR U

SNEDS
E—J I ZTIEDWTWAWAHLZENTET L,
EEEEL 572010, 29 LclEORETHIE
3 DV AL Y - AT %= B
A ALPALBRVETLZD, BERER oD, 4
AT LELDICERSH S L) T ETT,

- EMABEDOFIRIT MBI LD F L, HY A
EHTEFE L,

NBEAZRENRIC. BARICDVTHLLAOTSE
DOEDICBAERAEERELTUEZ. SO,
SHEBABREORS YT 1 7HBMEDSBEL T
BF =z HEVEEE. 6 BOANEADMFRLE U,

iy

LEFICEITFLUE



I o 2025&E NS

A T REEE)
é)JOCPH&‘EﬁE

51 BHONEF v 5>~ HICEBOITR

FERIREHX CLEEEE UL, _
VRN ENEBRE AYINRES = P

BRNMIEDH/ A5 1R, 51 DESTEDD L IES 241 * £

-‘lw ag s

UHDNFFOITFvYIILIRNE THEEK
LLTEFRLZ,

FEREEREZTORIBZHAVRTEBNRDS,
FAICDNTHREICER L. XREFTRUZKR—Z
B ZEDNTEXURZ,

NFTTZRBDATY

| BRETHRASHE



] YT

BoEB(10: 00~ 11 : 30)&DER(19 : 00 ~ 20 : 30)

S5A~3A ®\EXER(Z£35M)

EENEADADLETERDSBARBEZS2H. BAEH=E (B
DB - ROE) ZBBENEEICPRAREBTRELEUZ. HEDIE
BARBHEERS YT« PEUTTERVEEZWVWEZARTI . DA
TRaZED. ZNENDIMERUEZVABICHUTTRICEBLT

WelZEXR Uz,

BASBEERDSZ N OICBNSNIZHEE. BABEHHER(J
LPT)&REBRICBINSNEHDEENENOERICOITRIETS

DCEDTEZHZRITFD U,

BEABRS YT+« POEE. BREDSHE. —FHBDHESTE

WEULZ.
— BFEHEREE IV TFTRIVIER —

LD FE LT ROZRNIE, a<> - TFTRAIT L
VWWET, S Y FRAVYTOELRY 2L EFE LA, B
Vi, —FEF2BC1H30CTL 5VWTT, HRIZE TR
ZEE, ETHBNRNLTHENLENW) T ETT, HEK
XTERLDIDELTIE, S—AVEHL—% ETHLER
LSRRLUE L7

FAMTHARFEZ D o L EFICHE DL LD IR D72 B,
BABHEZEICE) L)W FE L AFHFTEThHELW
TIA, HEFBLZEIBEESFLEOT, bobkAL—XC
3225 —2arBTELELIIRDI2VTT,

BARFBOMMT—HFEL W ik, FTLWEEZZERS
ZLEREERCH LA LHEE W, HERBETHETSL LD
o TWITAIETT, —AT, —FHLWVWERLSLZ
Lid, BFETY, EFOREBTFETTL, EXIELEL 5
DV LNTT, I EABVWTER S LI LTWET,
ARFEAEZBZDIERETTIE, Zhdhr 5 b BREDLE
ZHEIEL T, MBEEHEITCWEZWTT,

BABREIRS YT AE BFSh

FEZAANTA YRR THED4ATZHZEZTWE T, #iZ
W) BHBOATA 7 SADELBTT, #HILHAREFEIABEN
41EE»PD . NI EHEBEL TV ET, EREMNFEH T, B
KOBBREIZOGLEE SNBE LN OB WERIEIEHTEE D
ﬁofl/)ij_o

SHOAERDERKIL, BELFEMPFIEASNEFR CHEI L A
FuafbEnTnET, ZOFRTLEIE. FROEEIIET VA
EREBSVESE NI T 7 S ATFELE T,

FATIBBRA—NN—TARZHEo TV AEEWIZIZD X &2
BIZRZB2WVWEHEHALTWAEHARVWLOFELSELRES
BEETIivonIT A,

HTFA T SAT)—F—WBFAET, EEFELTBLZDOT, 1
YRATTALDREOHERFEFEIZA Y FATVTHOER
TR, LR EANDOFEL BB LACZTEL CAEIZD
LT PEEDTETLERI EDLNTT,

HTA 7 SAMED, FREXEZITESM Y PRI 7T OWEER
ETHLERET, Lod ) LEABELEHE > TWE0T, i
To&toF 4o bBHFEINATHES,

HIE = 2 — A THEARMBEIlE4FEEICZ > TV T 95
[HFEIEFORRLE-MOEN 2 L. TOEROYF—, EE
EFDAEWIIERLAVR STV, FOEICHDEWV L% T
HBAEVWEEHTA T S Ao

HFA 7 EADEBRINIFAT ARV I VIZEH-7-8H
EEDLRCL > TRHAXRI BEN L 4 H ) T3, FAEHARFER
ST 4TI EIAAFEIERE|2ERLTVEOTITZW
TL&XHIN?

= 20255 EEAEARRERS

NFA 5 & AR

—ERERESEE NTAY FFARTIVYFEA —

201745 A2 TA » FA T T H 5 HARDEA 7ZZEERE
W, BIERPTRADEM AL ZP W EBBICRTE L
AARTEMEZFERIZIZ, 41X FRAYTEFORERKRT X M
%E. 1 PBABEL. HARBREBRICEKDOLEND Y
i Lf:o

FASIEA7EE D O I0BE I CEOMMK L. EF0RL A
RAGEDEL T, v F—%%2 %22 E L HAETE
TENELE L. BT THERIIIOAFT I ET L. 7
A2 MZZPS2ITMEROEIZZY T3,
[RMEBRNTRERZ SIS L, B> LERERS
ABHWIMTOIERT T, BELERTZLDIIEHRFN
FELAT A AMETIELWE, BLRAALENED - TH,
EWAMICEALOEEZRONDE EEFLTWE T,
SEFU L FREREOSHTHEL T E 3. FEROMIZ
FELIELABTTCTCVIET, BREIIERICEL. BREH D,
AF—HBELOFT, EFTALW I DKFETT,
HFNTIEEFOMIZWDE XS 2RKFIC2 D 3. HEDOX
fESY)DIALIZA LB TR LA B Y T3, bk
BEEN) EORLSEBENTEBORENBENHEINETLL.,
KLY TIZRBDIESL) EBVET, O BEOFKIR
ERBRHERELTCWDSDT., ZOAEBFHOBWIGER

\&ﬁﬁKwa%twt%ifwiTo ]
BARBHEEIRS YT 7 ML ZTESh

FAlZ. 20254E 6 A6 HARBHEHEREORT V74T LL
T, BEABAHZITVWET, HTH»PL 8ERFT, 1K
AT OFZAZDRS 54 7 THE LTI T, ZiEE
i, BRA GEOFPCET, AL T LA Y FARATTOR4
EVERGTHHE L TV E T AFERIENTWEES S 2,
FARFEBSDRETINIAIZTAIR | ETERET, HEIZA
S>TEET,

HARBEHZIZEZM L& o»TiE, ERLEPDO THARE
BMOBEEZBHICLAZZ L TY, LRI SbEALEDHFLER
LT, B S8 EEHER 2 EHMD v BoTnE Lz,
I, BEEAEAOF AP TCEZ Ll LE X
TwE L7z,

FHAEOHR CHAEBREDIHELZEHE LTI HFINVET,
— AR, BAREBEZZIZHD ETHLEZB 2T ITLLELTVE
To KT UF A TOHRLEBEFICIEL VX200, TH
EDOFICHEFFB*HZTVWET, RO AREEZHZ 5H T,
AV FATTOREER - SE-FEFRR R E2ZATHET,
FFE, TATS - 53] (TATAR) OBREIPSHBDTH
J::) t,%a\OVCV‘iTo

HETIE. BHEOHEMPHR7 7)) 2 EEFEVRESLEAR
FEOFEBFZ L TWET, BFEULDIZLTS, SEOEKY
HBETEL-LEIIE, LTRELVWAREbICRY TS, BE
FRHRZELSBMLTLLPRELLVTTH, I s bEHE
DESALIIC, BLLIFEVEZAHHZzXBETELLLER
O’Cb‘ij_o



IRERZHMEN, BELEHELTF L. 2LT UL
WHEFLEIRLIENTET L, BloBLETO—»
BRI, ZEFRX LT, LET AT TN
T HELWH)IDNEDOL ) ZEHRTEBETVWEE L,
FLTOWII, RITHREBELHBIEZRVKE, BE
BT 73— N THPED T L,

MEIAAVF DL AMPEZEvbhT$, LW
biX, BWETHD EXIZ, BYoBREIET AL
TEBLDPELTT, KWV KRRE Vo 72K R,
FT—=TADL ) BRANEFIZLFEALZZ LB T,
L, A=y o7 labwnkn)BRTRDH T
Tho FOIIIREULEL, F—A 5w A5 FEAT
WEHEZADIBIERED HIZDOWVWTERZT T,

D LA, B THETA)VIDATSIAHMNT 55—
TREZBNPUTHBEEEL26, EULoNEWRL L

4

HECREEBIES

My application was accepted. I passed the interview.

And T survived the whirlwind of preparation. The
month before I made the move - a month full of
paperwork, meetings, and heartfelt goodbyes - felt
closer to dream than reality. And finally, after riding
a train, plane, and automobile, I awoke in an
apartment in Shibukawa City, in Gunma Prefecture.

I've been told I'm a bit like a chameleon - When

needed, I can blend in to my surroundings. I have
' lived in big cities like Honolulu and Osaka, along
with villages like Clarks. But while this is true, I still
get homesick like anyone else. And when I am
homesick, I like to think about the similarities - and
differences between where I live and my
hometowns.

If T said Shibukawa resembled my small hometown
of Clarks, Nebraska, USA, it may sound hard to
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believe. But to be honest, every day I see more
similarities. From the obvious (you'll need a car to
get around!) to the more subtle parallels (You need
anything more specific than “groceries”® You should
head to the mall the next town over) Of course,
there are many differences as well. Even if you do
not look at the language differences, things just work
differently here. Japan is a lot more cash based than
the US. The city feels a lot quieter.
bright side, drivers are a lot nicer))

In the end, many things are the same, many things
are different, and I take it as it comes. I find a quiet,
picturesque spot along the Tone river to study
Japanese, 1 devour a life changing bowl of ramen
from the numerous hole-in-the-wall shops within and
without Shibukawa, and if I ever feel homesick or
down, I know I can rely on a friendly face to lift my
spirits.

(But on the |
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Has it really been five years already? It seems like
only vyesterday that I stepped off the plane from
Canada. T first arrived in September of 2021 during
the height of the COVID pandemic, a very chaotic
time of life. I knew nothing about Shibukawa. I had
lived in a quiet town in Canada before, and expected
it to be more of the same. Instead, I found myself in
Japan's best kept secret.

When I ask my students and friends what makes
Shibukawa and Gunma special they will point to the
usual answers. They will say Kusatsu and Ikaho

Onsens, or shrines and temples such as Mizusawa.

They often talk about the beautiful nature of places
like Akagi or Haruna. They might mention mizusawa
udon or yakimanju. I enjoyed exploring all of them
during my time here. But for me, what makes

Gunma such a great place is its people. The kindness,

consideration, and openness displayed to me by

neighbors, friends, and coworkers is truly unmatched.
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Before coming to Japan I feared that I would be
treated as just another outsider, mistrusted and kept
at distance. I feared that I would never feel like I
belonged here. I am glad to say that I couldn’t have
been more wrong.

I come from a family of teachers, and as a rebellious
child dreaded becoming one myself. After I started
teaching here, I don't think I want to do anything
else. I had worked many different jobs, and assumed
that work was always tedious. For the first time in
my life, I looked forward to work on Mondays. I will
never forget the joy and support from my students
and coworkers.

I came to Japan planning on staying only one year.

As time flew by, I always said to myself “Maybe just
one more.” I love my hometown of Vancouver, but
Shibukawa will always be my number one. Thank
you for five wonderful years.
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